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The HIGH SHERIFF and 
MAGISTRATES of the Coun- 
ty of DUBLIN, beg leave to 


return ROBERT DAY, Eſq. 


the Chairman, their ſincere 


Thanks for his moſt Seaſona- 


ble and Conſtitutional Charge, 


and deſire his Permiſſion to 

publiſh the ſame, 

Signed by order of the Meeting, 
JOSEPH ATKINSON, Sheriff. 
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Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, 


% YOU are brought together at this —— 
cal return of our General Seſſions of the Peace, 
to diſcharge a duty of great and vital importance. 
to the county of Dublin, and the community at 
large: to call forth into life and action the eri- 

- minal law; to deliberate upon, and weigh in 
the ſcales of equal and diſpaſſionate juſtice, ſuch 
charges as ſhall beſubmitted to you againſt divers 
of your fellow ſubjeQs ; to put ſuch of them in 
a courſe of trial as ſhall be made out to your ſa- 
tisfaction, either upon the evidence of your own 
ſenſes, or upon the viva voce, or written evi- 
dence of accuſers; and thus to vindicate and 
promote the general police and good order of 
your county. I am ſenfible that the duration 
of each Seſſion, and the frequent return of this 
duty in the county of Dublin, are attended with 
no inconſiderable inconvenience to country gen- 
tlemen ; but you will refle& how ſmall a price 
you pay in this occaſional trouble, for the eſſen. 
tial . derived upon yourſelves and the 
A 2 publie 
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public, from a conſcientious and diligent 
diſcharge of your duty, In order to impreſs you 
with a juſt ſenſe of the importance of this truſt, 
it may not be amiſs, particularly at this critical 
juncture, to trace brieſty, the criminal law of 
your country from 1 Its elementary principles. 


. 4 


/ 


* When civil ſociety was inſtituted, it WAS 
found neceſſary, that the conſtituent members 
ſhould reſign a certain portion of their natural 
liberty, (or to uſe the cant expreſſion of the day, 
a certain portion of the Rights of Man,“) in 
order to ſecure the remainder. The unlimited 
enjoyments of every individual in a ſtate of na- 


ture, were found incompatible with human 


happineſs, ,or the exiſtence of civil ſociety for 
which man was obviouſly formed ; for the weak 
it is evident, muſt in that ſtate be victims to the 
ſtrong - the ſimple and the honeſt muſt be the 
un protected dupes of every deſigning or daring 
knave. To obviate theſe evils it was that civil 

vernment was eſtabliſhed, wherein rules of 


from man to man were preſcibed, the impulſes 
of appetite were controuled by commenſarate 


protection was ſubſtituted for the wild exceſſes 


Fes and dominion of the paſſions. How far that pro- 


* 5 24 950 De of all civil. 3 has been at- 


conduct and the moral obligat ions of juſtice 


penalties, firength and power. ceafed to be the 
arbiters of property, and univerſal and equal 


tained _ 
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tained in other ſtates, it is not our buſineſs now 
to enquire; it is enough for us to know, that 
every peaceful ſubje& who repoſes under the 
ſhade of the Britiſh Conſtitution—* tie proudeft 
Monument of human . Wiſdom and Integrity, 
(the expreſſion of a great man moſt egregiouſly 
miſapplied) enjoys the moſt perfect ſecurity for 
his life, liberty, property and reputation, The 
means. whereby that important end is obtained, 
are the civil code, and the criminal code ; the 
latterof whichis your peculiar and appropriated 
province; a code inſtituted for, and competent 
to the puniſhment and controul of public offen- 
ces,. and which, with the impartiality of death, 
knows no diſtinction between the Prince's palace, 
and the poor Man's cottage, 


« But while the Britiſh Conſtitution provides 
adequate puniſhment for guilt, it has eucompaſ- 
ſed innocence with impenetrable lines of defence 
aud ſecurity. + The life and liberty of an Iriſh- 
man are ſacred; the law doth tender them fo 
dearly, that no man can be convicted but on the 
oaths of 24 at leaſt of his equals; 12 at leaſt of 
the Grand Jury (whoſe condition is likely to 
raiſe them above undue influence,) muſt concur 
tofind the bill of indictment, and 12 Petit Ju. 
rors, (ſecured by the privilege of challenge 
againſt all prejudice to the priſoner) muſt coneur 
to convict upon that bil] aſk you, Gentle- 
men, is there a man among you who is not con- 
fious, and feels not that under the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion, to be innocent is to beſecure? Tobeinnocent 
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to be independent of, and beyond the reach of 
power? We know of but one Law for the prou- 
deſt Peer of the realm, and the pooreſt Peaſant 
who crawls upon the earth; a mild and equal 
code; which, like the Deity, is no reſpector of 
perſons, but pervades, controuls, and cheriſhes 
alike the whole ſyſtem ! The poor man's friend 


—his ſhjeld and ſecurity againſt the ſtrong arm 


of power! The popular order of the ſtate, in 
fact, is the moſt eflentially intereſted ip maintain- 
ing inviolate the law, under whoſe happy influ- 


ence and protection, induſtry, ingenuity, and 


perſonal exertion, (the only patrimony of that 
claſs of mankind) are ſtimulated, foſjered, and 


e 


* The Britiſh Conſtitution is ſo familiarized 


to us by uninterrupted enjoyment, that no won- | 
der if weak or thoughtleſs minds ſurveyed its 


beauties without much emotion or ſenſibility, 
The charming fcene always lying in our view, 
one is too apt at laſt to beholdt with apathy and 


indifference. - But, gentlemen, who that has a 


heart to ice}, or an underſtanding to reflect upon 
the ealamities oſ France, but muſt be rouzed to 
an animated ſenſe of the unrivalled excellencies 
of our Conſtitution, and of the rational liberty, 
which is our indefeaſible birth-right ? Mark the 
effect of theſe diftraQtions upon your fellow.ſub. 
js of Great-Britain, that nation of philoſo- 
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phers; that ſober, dignified, and manly people 
they know the value of their Conſtitution, and 
they venerate it with the enthuſiaſm-of idolaters 
—a happy combination of the higheſt degree of 
practical liberty, with the energy and vigour of 
the monarchial form—a well-pois'd ſyſtem of 
Government, perfected and mellowed by the 
wiſdom of ages, admired and celebrated by the 
moſt enlightened ſages of ancient as well as mo- 
dern times 1700 years ago, by the Roman hiſto 
rian in its cradle, and in the preſent century by. 
the French philoſopher in its maturity. If ſedi- 
tion aſſail the venerable fabric, they embrace 
its colums, reſolved to ſtand: by it or periſh in 
the ruins—they rally round the Throne of their 
good, their beloved King, and drown the ſtorm 
withacclamations of loyalty, from end to end of 
the iſland. They laugh at the malignant folly - 
of thoſe human devils, who offer them wild theo. 
ry for ſubſtantial enjoyment; and under pretence 
of amending their condition, would ſubſtitute for 
genuine liberty the vileſt and moſt ſavage of all 
dominations, the tyranny of an unbridied mul; 
titude. If our ſyſtem, ſay they, has in the lapſe- 
of years contracted ſpecks, there is a recupera- 
tive quality in the conſtitution, whichenables it 
to purge and ſlough off without innovation 'or 
violence its own impurities, judge, gentlemen, 
of the tree by its fruit—proſperity unexampled 
in the world, a gigantic growth in commerce, 
manufactures, wealth, arts and learning, and a 

correl- 
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correſponding and ſtill more rapid growth in the 
wealth and proſperity of this kingdom fince the 
year 1782, when we were reſtored to the enjoy- 
ment and uſufruct of that Conſtitution. 


4 Gentlemen, the ſame reſtleſs and evil ſpirit 
has been buſy here too. In fact, the richeſt oils 
will often throw up the moſt noxious weeds. So 
in the beſt conſtructed ſyſtems of Government, 
there will be found men of miſguided and vici- 
ous propenſities, who diſcoyer too late, that ho. 
neft induſtry is the ſtraiteſt road to wealth, and 
a juſt application of talents the road to honeſt 
fame. Bankrupt in fortune and character, they 
ficken amidſt the univerſal proſperity of their 
country, they ſurvey with envy and diſguſt, that 
general happineſs which they do not ſhare, and 
they confederate without remorſe againſt the moſt 
revered eſtabliſhments, as a compendious mode 
of advancing themſelves upon the ruins. Such 
men, as long as they eſcape the public exe, 
cutioner have an intereſt in agitating the conntry; 
they have nothing to loſe —andin a ſcramble they 
may gain ſomething. Who can behold without afflic- 
tion, the deſperate labours of parricides to diſturb 
the peace and interrupt thegrowth of this flouriſh» 
ing kingdom? Fictitious grieyances, and chimerical 
expectations of Iknow not what new-fangled equa- 
lity, are held forthtodeludethe credulous and unin- 
formed claſſes of the people; tho' it is certain that 
| ; one 


1 
of the peculiar advantages of theſe countries, is, the 
diverſiffed Jnequality and gradual ſubordination which 
obtains among us, as various as the various talents 
and capacities of man, and the ſupport which our 
ſeveral ranks and claſſes adminiſter to each other. 
The moſt pernicious doctrines are circulated in 
news-papers, cheap pamphlets, and hand-bills, 
Bodies of the people have actually been invited, 
with the moſt unparalleled audacity, to arms, In- 
defatigable pains are taken to diſaffect the public 
againft the Legiflature; to bring the Executive 
Authority of the Land into contempt; to held 
forth as a model for our imitation a bankrupt and 
diſtracted. nation, ſtained with the blood of her 
beſt citizens, and exulting, perhaps at this mo- 
ment, in the murderofſ a mild and innocent Sove- 
reign; a nation lately the ſeat of arts, elegance, 
refinement and ſcience now undone in the purſuit 
of a fantaſtical, impracticable liberty, whoſe reli- 
gion 1s atheiſm, and whoſe politics are univerſal 
conqueſt, and the diſſolution of all legitimate go- 
vernment, 


* Gentlemen, the alarm became ſo ſerious and 
general as to call loudly for the interpoſition of 
Government, and it muſt be owned that the Go- 
vernment has ſtepped forth with the moſt lauda- 
ble vigour and the happieſt effect. A ſeaſonable 
Proclamation has been iſſued by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant and Council, warning thoſe diſturbers of 

; the - 


—- _ 
* * * 
* —_ a 
* A. 
1 * * 8 
TT „ „% — — — — 3 


a 


the peace, of the dangerous precipice on which 
they ſtood. —Fortunately the hint was taken; for 


let me tell you gentlemen, that the raiſing and 


| keeping together, numbers of armed men, againſt 


the expreſs commands of the executive authority, 
particularly if for the reform of imaginary or even 
real public grievances, has been adjudged to be a 
conſtructive levying of war againſt the king, and of 
courſe High Treaſon. The conſtitution avows no 
courſe of proceeding for a redreſs of grievances 
but by petition toany one or all of thethree branches 
of the legiſlature, conducted in a peac eable, order. 
ly, and reſpectful manner; a right diſputed by the 


arbitrary and infatuated Houſe of Stuart, but une- 


qui vocally aſſerted at the glorious Revolution in 
the famous Bill of Rights. But Gentlemen, an 
attempt by intimidation and violence to coerce a 
redreſs of grievances, to force the enacting of a 
new, or the repeal of a ſubſiſting Act of Parliament, 
is a proceeding of a very different complexion in- 
deed ; it is in conſtruction of law nothing leſs than 
to wage war againſt the King—it 1s High Treaſon, 
The government has alſo taken vigorous meaſures 
to cruſh every ſymptom of inſurrection and tumult 
in the country; and to apprehend and bring to 
juſtice all ſowers of ſeditjon. And let me remind 
my brethren the Magiſtrates in the ſolemneſt man- 
ner in the preſence of the County, that a more 
than ordinary vigilance and exertion is expected 
from them at this criſis, when the friends of anar- 
chy 
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chy ws confuſion are unuſually active and induft 
trious. They are called upon to diſperſe all meet- 
ings of a ſeditious tendency, to ſeize and com- 
mit all perſons diſtributing ſeditious writings, or 
holding ſeditious and treaſonable converſations. 
For, Gentlemen, though mere words cannot 
amount to an overt act of treaſon, . unleſs uttered 
in contemplation of ſome traitorous purpoſe, yet 
when ſpoken in contempt of the King or his Go- 
vernment whereby his Majeſty may be leſſened 
in the eſteem of his ſubjects, and his Govern- 
ment weakened, I ſay ſuch words are highly 
criminal and puniſhable by fine and impriſonment, 
and even pillory. Much more criminal muſt ſe- 
ditious writing be, as writing imports a deliberate 
act, and if publiſhed may under certain circum- 
ſtances amount to an overt act of High Treaſon.— 
The Magiſtrates are alſo particularly called upon; 
to caution all publicans and victuallers within their 
juriſdiction, againſt ſuffering their houſes to be 
converted into dens of ſedition and confederacy, 
under pain, not only of being ſtript of their licences; 
but, of being held reſponſible for the crimes of 
thoſe whom they harbour. 


© But vain will be the exertions of Magiſtracy, 
vain the interpoſition even of Government, if the 
gentlemen of influence and authority among us 
do not ſtep out and ſecond thoſe exertions. We 
muſt not content ourſelves with merely wiſhing 
well to our country; the time is come when men 
muſt act, when every friend to ſocial order will 


form 
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form round our unrivalled Conſtitution, and by a 
ſpirited conduct in his neighbourhood, fuſtain the 
Magiſtrate in preſerving the public peace. What- 
ever ſpeculative differences may exiſt in the coun- 
try, depend upon it every man loves order in pro» 
portion as he loves liberty—in ſhort, the very. ex- 
iſtence of that ſacred liberty, without, which we 
ſhould be but tenants at will of all we hold dear in 
this life, depends upon a vigorous execution of the 
laws and a prompt co-operation with the magiſ⸗ 
trate. 83 


One word more before I diſmiſs you. At a 
former Seſſion, I had occaſion to deplore the fatal 
ſpirit of combination which raged in that part of 
the capital to which our juriſdiction extends, That 
baneful ſpirit happily hath been ſuppreſſed through 
the vigour of ſome of our Magiſtrates, and ſome 
ſeaſonable examples made by this Court, and the 
artizans have once more returned to their looms, 
and to the peaceful exerciſe of their ſeveral oecu- 
pations. Nay more, it is well known that much 
pains have been taken to inflame and excite ſome 
of the needieſt and moſt deſperate among the 
journeymen, and to affiliate them into ſubordinate 
Jacobin Clubs, for the blackeſt and moſt atrocious 
purpoſes ; but that they have in general had the 
virtue and good ſenſe to reſiſt the infamous propo- 
ſals. Thus deporting themſelves, they have an 


irreſiſtable claim upon our beſt offices and exer- 
tions, 


= . Fg J=E . 
tio ps, while they are employed in honeſt induſiry 
and in advancing the manufactures of their coun- 
try, it behoves us to ſee that foreſtallers and in- 


groſſers do not enhance the neceſſaries of life and 


add further burdens to our tradeſmen” already 


ſtruggling under too many difficulties. Gentle- 


men, this abominable practice demands your moſt 
ſerious enquiry ; you ought not to wait for the 
return of informations upon the ſubject, but are 


bound by your oath (if any of you know of the | 


practice) to diſcover the offender that he may be 


. Indicted or preſented. And let me addreſs one 2 
word to you out of your capacity of Grand jurors, 


as Gentlemen of feeling and ſenſibility: Let me 
recommend to you an Aſſociation——nay, ſtart 
not at the word——an aſſociation for the relief of 
diſtreſſed Artizans. If we muſt have aſſociations 
among us, for God's ſake let us ſet the example 
of one for a virtuous purpoſe not for preſerv- 
ing game, nor for preſerving covers and propa- 
gating vermin, nor for circulating libels and ſedi- 
tion n ſhort, not to adminiſter to the luxuries, 
the folly or malignity of mankind: Let us aſſo- 

ciate for the relief of the poor manufacturers of 
the Liberty, whoſe ſufferings at this dear and 


pinching ſeaſon, challenge our fympathy, and 


whoſe 
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whoſe patience and good conduct under theſe ſuf- 
ferings demand our warmeſt approbation and 
applauſe. 


Gentlemen, I have detained you too long 
from the diſcharge of your duty, and of the im- 
portant public buſineſs which awaits your conſi- 


deration .“ 


